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Women’s Day 2020: The emerging voices of young women at Steyn City

School
In celebration of Women’s Day this year, we interviewed some of our young women in the
College. Here are the powerful reflections from these young women at Steyn City School.
‘Even though I am only 14 years old, I have come to realize that my voice holds power.
The more we make our voices heard, the more the world will be forced to listen to the girl
and woman voice.’ India, Grade 8. India’s awareness of the strength of her own voice and
of the voices of all girls and women speaks to the power of the emerging voices of the next
generation of women in South Africa.
Asked to reflect on the importance of Women’s Day, Sam in Grade 8 comments, ‘I think
that this day gives us a chance to celebrate the power of women…a way of reminding
people that we have a voice.’ And Nqobile in Grade 10 says, ‘Woman’s day is
acknowledging and showing gratitude to the women who marched for liberation and
equality in South Africa.’
These young women understand the historical significance of women’s voices while also
offering a deep understanding of the importance of their own voices. The young women
interviewed all spoke of the complexity of trying to be equal in an unequal society, of trying
to feel safe in their bodies while standing proud and determined. Each spoke of trying to
navigate from an unequal and unsafe starting point.
Naledi says, ‘to be a woman in South Africa means to live through daily harassment and
other social injustices. We live in a patriarchal society that praises men at the expense of
women.’ while Nqobile comments, ‘I feel like there are daily micro aggressions and acts of
sexism that stop the end of inequality.’
And these voices continue…
‘I am most worried about my safety and the safety of other women.’ Thando
‘It worries me that we live in a society where women of all ages and races are harassed
and that there is seldom any justice for these women.’ Naledi
‘even if a woman does report the incident, we are asked things like ‘’ what were you
wearing?’’ or ‘’did you say ‘no’ loud enough?’’ Aamirah
'I am so scared of losing a friend or loved one to gender-based violence.' Jess
‘As a woman in South Africa, I am on constantly on high alert. It is a norm in modern
society for men to sexualize women.’ Riley
‘What worries me most is the fear of being a victim of abuse and rape.’ Ammarah
How is it that we don’t hear or listen to the fear in the voices of our young women but allow
them to live in fear. We need to focus on changing behaviour and changing attitudes.
Naledi explains it like this, ‘the first step in changing the ongoing gender-based violence in
South Africa is for society to stop sexualizing and objectifying women and girls. Feminism
is the advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of equality. Feminists are not the
enemies of men. I believe that more men should start being part of feminism because
women cannot be the only people fighting for equality.’
And so, our young women stand strong and determined in the face of their fear and
demand that they are seen and heard. Sam in Grade 8 says, ‘feminism is about equality’
while Kiara in Grade 10 demands respect when she says, ‘many women, including myself,
have been underestimated many times by males.’ Lwazi states, ‘I celebrate breaking
society standards and showing everyone that I can do it all and I am stronger than I look.’
Thando asserts, ‘we should stop thinking of woman as "less than" and Erin in Grade 11

says, ‘I celebrate our strength as women’.
All of the young women interviewed found role models close to home and in the world in
which they live. Most of them named their mothers and grandmothers as their immediate
role models; strong women who have shown the next generation how to use their strength
and voice, women who have risen above hardship and tragedy. Many of them claimed
Jacinda Arden, Serena Williams, Caster Semenya, Michelle Obama as their role models.
All of them want to be strong, independent, and safe and all of them want this for all girls
and women. Tino, in Grade 11 quotes Maya Angelou: “A strong woman stands up for
herself, a stronger woman stands up for everybody else.”
And India says, ‘I want to be the next female to leave my mark.’
The spirit of Women’s Day is embodied in the emerging voices of our young women.
Imagine for a moment that we stopped and listened to these young women’s voices. We
have so much to learn from them and Women’s Day is a good time for us to start listening.
We celebrate our girls and young women at Steyn City School this Women’s Day.

FOOTBALL
Owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, sport worldwide pretty much came to a halt.
Many sporting tournaments and competitions were subsequently cancelled,
leaving many athletes in limbo this year. Football was no different. UEFA had to
postpone the Euro 2020 tournament until under 21. In order to continue the

spirit of the competition, the UEFA Euro 2020 Skills Challenge was born.
Players from all over the world were invited to represent their club and country
in the first interactive tournament of its kind. Gold City Royals FC were invited
to represent South Africa and of the 6 players sent, 3 players were from Steyn
City School. Of the 6, all made it to the knockout stages.
Congratulations to Anesu Chagonda, Cameron Oshry, and Alessio De Simone
for making it through to the finals of their respective age groups. A huge shout
out goes to Anesu Chagonda who ended up winning the U14 final. It should be
noted that Cameron and Anesu both competed in the same age category and
ended up meeting in the finals. The organizers were especially impressed by
the boys’ manners, spirit, and work ethic. Hard work on and off the field is
yielding great results. These are definitely some of the players to watch in the
future.

WINNERS OF THE MANDELA DAY PHOTO CHALLENGE
EYC Winner - Raven Eshelby-Theart

Foundation Phase Winner - Xiva Maharaj

Senior Prep Winner - Taylor Paige Oshry

College Winner - Kgothatso Mabe

Winning Teacher - Mr Duncan

Each winner will receive a R250 book voucher.

Please place your orders by clicking on the following link or cut and paste the link into your web browser
https://forms.gle/1ZrKRzm1cCthdFFPA

LUNAR LOO VIRTUAL GUEST SPEAKERS

BUBBLE ART

SIMILE CLOUDS IN GRADE 3

GRADE 8 WEATHER REPORTS

DATE
2020/07/24
2020/07/25
2020/07/25
2020/07/26
2020/07/27

DAY
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

START

2020/07/28

Tuesday

2020/07/29

Wednesday

2020/07/30

Thursday

20:00

2020/07/31
2020/07/31
2020/07/31
2020/07/31
2020/08/01
2020/08/01
2020/08/02
2020/08/03
2020/08/04
2020/08/05
2020/08/06
2020/08/07

Friday
Friday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

08:30
09:30
11:00
12:00

EVENT

VIRTUAL TOUR: History - Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide
Centre (Grade 9)
LIVE STREAM: Dramatic Arts - National Theatre UK (Grades 8 to
11)
Headmaster's Commendations (Grades 4 to 11)
College Awards Assembly
Final Assembly (Whole School)
SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12H00
Eid al-Adha
School Holidays
School Holidays
School Holidays
School Holidays
School Holidays
School Holidays
School Holidays

Please remember to place your orders online, as no in-person orders will
be accepted.

PLACE YOUR ORDERS HERE

Please note that lessons for Swim Academy and Learn-to-Swim are now taking place.

